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BRAND NEW, The Contrast: Manners, Morals, and Authority in
the Early American Republic (annotated edition), Cynthia A.
Kierner, "The Contrast," which premiered at New York City's
John Street Theater in 1787, was the first American play
performed in public by a professional theater company. The
play, written by New England-born, Harvard-educated, Royall
Tyler was timely, funny, and extremely popular. When the play
appeared in print in 1790, George Washington himself
appeared at the head of its list of hundreds of subscribers.
Reprinted here with annotated footnotes by historian Cynthia
A. Kierner, Tyler's play explores the debate over manners,
morals, and cultural authority in the decades following
American Revolution. Did the American colonists' rejection of
monarchy in 1776 mean they should abolish all European
social traditions and hierarchies? What sorts of etiquette,
amusements, and fashions were appropriate and beneficial?
Most important, to be a nation, did Americans need to
distinguish themselves from Europeans - and, if so, how? Tyler
was not the only American pondering these questions, and
Kierner situates the play in its broader historical and cultural
contexts. An extensive introduction provides readers with a
background on life and politics in the...
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R eviews

These sorts of publication is the perfect pdf accessible. It is filled with wisdom and knowledge You are going to like the
way the author write this book.
-- Sunny Thom pson  

It in one of the most popular book. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. Once you begin to
read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Ca m ylle La r son     
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