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The impact of nationalism on the emergence and development of African literature is now well documented.
Globalization or the postnational state it seems to herald, the emblematic phenomenon of our era, has not
received much attention. Using a cultural studies approach, Beyond Empire and Nation is a fascinating
account of the process of globalization in African Literature. The book starts with an analysis of nationalist
rhetoric and ideology as exemplified by works such as Things Fall Apart. ThereaAer, it dedicates a chapter each
to B. Kojo Laing s novels and Nuruddin Farah s Trilogy (Maps, GiAs, and Secrets) as articulations of a
globalized, postnational reality. At the heart o the book is an analysis of a nuanced and complex experience of
global modernity as Africans reassess the constants of nationalist discourse: culture, identity, locality, and
territoriality. Ngaboh-Smart does not believe that the postnational phenomenon is necessarily detrimental to
the national-state and argues that it may well be capable of generating a new form of individual agency,
although he is critical of those writers who ignore the new power dynamic inherent in globalization. Moving
beyond the clash of cultures paradigm, Ngaboh-Smart s account of the renegotiation of national identity and
ideology is a significant contribution to the criticism of African literature and its link to global social processes.
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