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Generally the True Doctrine of Scripture, the Christian Fathers, and the Established Church, on the Important
Subjects of Baptism and Regeneration, C., With an Especial Reference to the Oxford Tracts, C. C It is indeed
admitted, that we frequently describe Regeneration as the commencement of the Christian life; but we cannot
allow that the term itself, or its synonyms, is applied, either in Scripture or by the Church of England, to the
commencement only of the Christian life. Nor do we admit that Regeneration in its very nature is incapable of
repetition, except on the consideration of its being a continued act, or an act continually repeated. If the same
power which renewed the soul at first were withdrawn, the effect would no more continue, than natural life
would continue, were the power that first gave life withdrawn. We can no more live spiritually without God,
than we can live naturally without Him. The Homily for Whitsunday very wisely states this matter: when
speaking of the Holy Ghost, it says: - Neither doth He think it sufficient inwardly to work the spiritual and new
birth of man, unless he do also dwell and abide in Him. This abiding of the Holy Ghost in the regenerate mind, is
the spiritual life of the soul: and there is quite as much necessity for the Holy Spirit to continue in the regenerate
soul, as there is that He should at first give divine life. Abide in me, and | in you, says Christ; for without me, or
severed from me, ye can do nothing. Hence it is, that in our...
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