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Original publisher: Washington, DC (555 New Jersey Ave. , NW, Washington 20208-5574) : The Center, 1996. OCLC
Number: (OColLC)40107319 Subject: Educational statistics -- Congresses. Excerpt: . . . Strengthen the Centers
methodological and technical capacity through more systematic use of outside expertise in the Advisory
Council of Education Statistics, as well as ad hoc advisory groups;Develop, publish, disseminate, and implement
standards to guide all phases of the Centers work, including establishing an office of statistical standards
headed by a chief statistician;In collaboration with the states, assess and improve the quality, consis-tency, and
reliability of data obtained from state and local agencies, from institutions of higher education, and from other
sources; andlnstitute a publications policy that clearly distinguishes between different types of reports - for
example, statistical summaries and digests, analytic reports, descriptive reports, and reports on methodology -
and develop a schedule of fixed release dates for selected key education statistics. Ten years later, with the
direction provided by the Panel, strong leadership at NCES, and support from hereas 10 years ago, the
Congress and the larger education community, W future of NCES depended NCES is much stronger and has
become a widely on rectifying fundamental respected statistical agency. The agency has signif-weaknesses,
today the icantly strengthened its core functions; operates agencys future can build on a strong foundation.
under well-defined guiding principles and high standards for data collection, analysis, and report-ing; and has
established a clear program of work for reporting on the major aspects of education in the United States and
other nations. Whereas 10 years ago, the future of NCES depended on rectifying fun-damental weaknesses,
today the agencys future can build on a strong founda-tion. The Core Functions of NCES The National
Academy...
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