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Under King George s rule of the colonies it was customary for emigrants on the other side of the Atlantic ocean
to agree with the ship s captain to sell their time, when arriving in this country, for their passage. The city of
Baltimore was his market for the product of his mills. On one of his trips to the city, he bought the time of an
Irishman and his wife, they being entirely subject to the purchaser s orders and plans of work they were called
upon to perform. Every time the Irishman could get at whisky he would get drunk and abuse his wife. The old
German was of the same opinion as the writer, that any man who would whip his wife ought to be horse-
whipped. Poe, being a powerful man in strength, took a switch and, it is said, gave him a complete whipping.
Poe having his own teams to do his transportation, and the Irishman being one of the drivers, the latter
managed to get his wagon loaded first, and while loading had concealed a rifle in his wagon, with which he
shot Poe as the latter passed his team. When the other teams came up they found Poe dead in the road, and the
Irishman gone. He had made good his escape, never to be heard of afterwards. Poe, being a widower at the
time of his death, under the English law that ruled the colonies, the whole estate...
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