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by William R. Abbot, Esq., Bellevue High School, Virginia; Before the National Educational Association, in
Detroit, Michigan, August 4th, 1874 A few days ago, while engaged in conversation with a gentleman of no
mean attainments, and most amiable character, who had for some years been engaged in teaching, | was
listener to the following remark: - A teacher s is a dog s life - of thankless drudgery and meagre pay. | shall enter
some business, where, there is less to do and more to make. There was doubtless a fair proportion of truth in
the sentiment, enough at least to give it an air of verisimilitude; and | confess for a moment to a sinking of
heart, as the natural reflection forced itself upon me, that to such a vocation | had already devoted so many
years, and was now committed beyond retrieval to the same dreary pathway through life. But a short time
before, however, | had participated in a scene not unfamiliar, in character, to many of those before me. It was
an occasion when | stood surrounded by a band of eager and happy boys, with whom, and for whom | had
been laboring, striving and sympathizing during the session then just closed; and as | bestowed upon the
meritorious their well-earned honors and caught the glow of honest satisfaction which o erspread their faces at
the reception of those testimonials of difficulties overcome and duty faithfully performed; and when a few
minutes later | bade them farewell, to some of them for the last time, and from one or another received in...
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