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only the chief, but all his people, by firing steadily with the little double 24 rifle; he continued even farther, that if
I were too ill to go myself, I should lend him my little Fletcher 24 rifle, give him my men to assist his army, and
he would pick oG Rionga himself from the cliG above the river: this was his mild way of securing the rifle which
he had coveted ever since my arrival in his country. I told him plainly that I could not mix myself up with his
quarrels; that I travelled with only one object, of doing good, and that I would harm no one unless in self-
defence, therefore I could not be the aggressor; but that should Fowooka and Rionga attack his position I
should Chap. V. KAMRASI AFFRONTED. 179 be most happy to lend my aid to repel them. Far from appreciating
my ideas of fair play, he immediately rose from his chair, and without taking leave he walked out of the hut,
attended by his people. The next morning I heard that he had considered himself poisoned by the tartar-emetic,
but that he was now well. From that day I received no supplies for myself or people, as the king was aGronted. A
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