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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1865 edition. Excerpt: .you please, Mr. Biggs, they only meant it for a lark, and to
teaze me. They made me very angry, and | got quite into a passion; but | had rather not tell who I think they
were. Must be known, said Biggs; out with it. Not to-night, please, Mr. Biggs; | Il ask mother about it. Must be
known, | say. | ll be bound Sam Thorpe was one, and Tom Rogers another. But Ritchie was silent. They reached
Mr. Barker s door, and the boy went round to the back, while Biggs entered the shop, just closing. Ritchie went,
as fast as his legs could carry him, to his mother s room, and told her the history of this eventful day. Mrs.
Groves was sitting by the fire in her room, weak and feeble, and very helpless, but still she had been able to
leave her bed for the last three days, and Ritchie thought she would soon be well. No one but Ritchie, however,
thought so, who looked at his mother s pale, wan face, and watched her almost vain efforts to use her hands.
She had been trying to make up a cap for Mrs. Barker, and many a time that evening had laid down the net
and ribbon with a heavy sigh, and the thought that if she were to lose the use of her hands, there was scarcely
anything before her but the sternest poverty. Why, Ritchie, Ritchie,...
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