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Consequences, and the Duties and Responsibilities Which It Has Imposed on the People, and Epecially the Young
Men, of the South To tbis end, | propose to occupy tbe bour allotted to me in presenting for your consideration
some practical views of tbe recent revolution; its causes and its consequences, and tbe duties and
responsibilities wbicb it bns imposed on tbe people, and especially the young men of tbe Soutb. If, in the
progress of my remarks, | sball bave occasion to refer to unpalatable facts, Tbeg you to believe tbat | shall be
impelled to do so in no wanton spirit, but by a strict regard to truth and justice. It is not an uncommon mistake
to assume tbat the institution of slavery was tbe cause of tbe late war. Probably a majority of those, both North
and South, who have not given tbe subject thoughtful consideration, entertain this, opinion. But, in my
judgment, it is a grave error, and one wbicb demands refutation. The attention of tbe country is now anxiously
addressed to the great duty of healing the wounds which have been inflicted on tbe body politic. To do so
thoroughly and effectually tliey must be probed to the bottom, and tbe true seat and extent of the disease
ascertained. In my opinion it would be quite as correct to afiirm tbat the tax on tea was tbe cause of the war of
177 G, as tbat slavery was the cause of the war of 1861. Both sprang from far wider and deeper causes. Both
were the growth of many years, and the results of...
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